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(57) ABSTRACT

A total electric energy calculating means 81 calculates total
electric energy which can be used by each communication
apparatus in a predetermined period. Based on a distribution
function which is a function which defines a rate of power
which can be used in an arbitrary time zone in the period,
and the total electric energy, a usable power calculating
means 82 calculates electric energy which can be used by
each communication apparatus in a specified time zone.
When specifying a time zone in which traffic is accommo-
dated and making a path setting request, a usable electric
energy determining means 83 determines per communica-
tion apparatus on a communication path whether or not
power consumption which is necessary electric energy to
accommodate the traffic in the time zone exceeds the electric
energy which can be used.

19 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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FIG. 4
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NETWORK CONTROL METHOD, PATH
CONTROL APPARATUS, NETWORK
CONTROL SYSTEM AND PATH CONTROL
PROGRAM

This application is a National Stage Entry of PCT/JP2012/
002680 filed on Apr. 18, 2012, which claims priority from
Japanese Patent Application 2011-108090 filed on May 13,
2011, the contents of all of which are incorporated herein by
reference, in their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a network control
method, a path control apparatus, a network control system
and a path control program which set a communication path
of a flow and control a network.

BACKGROUND ART

Accompanying progress of informatization in recent
years, demands for a communication infrastructure using
mobile telephones are increasing. Demands for mobile tele-
phones are increasing all over the world, and mobile tele-
phone networks are expected even in areas in which an
electricity infrastructure is not prepared and electricity is not
supplied. In such environment, it is difficult to construct a
communication infrastructure using a wired network, and it
is necessary to construct a network using wireless commu-
nication. Further, a power network is not prepared, and
therefore each communication apparatus which configures a
communication network cannot depend on power from an
outside. Hence, each communication apparatus needs to
obtain necessary power by way of in-house power genera-
tion such as solar power generation.

Solar power generation is a method of generating power
literally using solar light. Hence, the power generation
amount depends on the weather or a time zone of a day. To
maintain a communication network at all times, it is neces-
sary to store power in a battery in advance and use this
power when the power generation amount decreases.

Patent Literature 1 discloses a wireless mesh router a
power supply unit of which is formed with a solar battery
and a secondary battery. The wireless mesh router disclosed
in Patent Literature 1 controls the power supply unit or
controls routing based on, for example, a use state of the
secondary battery or the solar battery.

Further, Patent Literature 2 discloses a radio link allocat-
ing method of allocating a radio link taking into account a
frequency band and power. According to the method dis-
closed in Patent Literature 2, the radio link is optimally
allocated per category based on, for example, information of
a traffic volume and electric energy which can be used.

In addition, Patent Literature 3 discloses a solar power
generation system which predicts a distribution of the cloud
at a point of time in the future and predicts generated power
of a solar panel based on this prediction. Further, Patent
Literature 4 discloses a control apparatus which calculates
remaining electric energy of a main power battery according
to weather information. Furthermore, Non-Patent Literature
1 discloses AODV (Ad hoc On-Demand Distance Vector)
routing of searching a path on-demand.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

PLT 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2010-
252225
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PLT 2: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2003-
102061
PLT 3: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2007-
184354
PLT 4: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2008-
167047

Non Patent Literature

NPL 1: C. Perkins et al “Ad hoc On-Demand Distance
Vector (AODV) Routing”, IETF RFC 3561, July, 2003

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

In a communication apparatus which obtains necessary
power by way of in-house power generation such as solar
power generation, sizes of solar panels attached to each
communication apparatus and battery capacity are restricted
because of cost. Hence, when power is used as much as
possible without restricting use of power, there is a problem
that power becomes insufficient and traffic cannot be accom-
modated.

In order to, for example, accommodate a great traffic
amount, almost all power including power stored in a battery
is used during a sunny day. If it rains next day, the power
generation amount of solar power generation decreases. In
such a case, little power remains in the battery and the power
generation amount is insufficient, and therefore there is a
problem that traffic cannot be accommodated.

Further, solar power generation has difficulty in generat-
ing power even at night likewise. Therefore, it is necessary
to restrict use of power during a day time by predicting
power to be used during night in advance in order to
accommodate traffic even at night.

The wireless mesh router disclosed in Patent Literature 1
controls a radio output according to a remaining solar
battery and secondary battery. However, when, for example,
a remaining battery rapidly decreases due to concentration
of communication, a path which is routed through this router
cannot be used for a while. Hence, the wireless mesh router
disclosed in Patent Literature 1 has a problem that a path
cannot be set taking into account an operating rate of a
network and a stable traffic accommodation rate.

Further, according to a radio link allocating method
disclosed in Patent Literature 2, radio links are allocated
such that an accommodation rate is maximized. However,
Patent Literature 2 does not mention a method of constantly
maintaining an admission rate (accommodation rate) with
respect to a traffic demand. A communication apparatus
which requires in-house power generation is required to
secure power which is necessary to accommodate traffic, and
continues stably accommodating traffic.

It is therefore an exemplary object of the present inven-
tion to provide a network control method, a path control
apparatus, a network control system and a path control
program which, even when there is a communication appa-
ratus, electric energy which can be used of the communi-
cation apparatus fluctuates on a communication network,
can continue stably accommodating traffic.

Solution to Problem

A network control method according to an exemplary
aspect of the present invention includes: calculating total
electric energy which can be used by each communication
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apparatus in a predetermined period; based on a distribution
function which is a function which defines a rate of power
which can be used in an arbitrary time zone in the period,
and the total electric energy, calculating electric energy
which can be used by each communication apparatus in a
specified time zone; and when specifying a time zone in
which traffic is accommodated and making a path setting
request, determining per communication apparatus on a
communication path whether or not power consumption
which is necessary electric energy to accommodate the
traffic in the time zone exceeds the electric energy which can
be used.

A path control apparatus according to an exemplary
aspect of the present invention has: a total electric energy
calculating means which calculates total electric energy
which can be used by each communication apparatus in a
predetermined period; a usable power calculating means
which, based on a distribution function which is a function
which defines a rate of power which can be used in an
arbitrary time zone in the period, and the total electric
energy, calculates electric energy which can be used by each
communication apparatus in a specified time zone; and a
usable electric energy determining means which, when
specifying a time zone in which traffic is accommodated and
making a path setting request, determines per communica-
tion apparatus on a communication path whether or not
power consumption which is necessary electric energy to
accommodate the traffic in the time zone exceeds the electric
energy which can be used.

A network control system according to an exemplary
aspect of the present invention has: a communication appa-
ratus; and at least one or more path control apparatuses
which control a communication path of the communication
apparatus, and the path control apparatus has: a total electric
energy calculating means which calculates total electric
energy which can be used by each communication apparatus
in a predetermined period; a usable power calculating means
which, based on a distribution function which is a function
which defines a rate of power which can be used in an
arbitrary time zone in the period, and the total electric
energy, calculates electric energy which can be used by each
communication apparatus in a specified time zone; and a
usable electric energy determining means which, when
specifying a time zone in which traffic is accommodated and
making a path setting request, determines per communica-
tion apparatus on a communication path whether or not
power consumption which is necessary electric energy to
accommodate the traffic in the time zone exceeds the electric
energy which can be used.

A path control program according to an exemplary aspect
of the present invention causes a computer to execute: total
electric energy calculation processing of calculating total
electric energy which can be used by each communication
apparatus in a predetermined period; usable power calcula-
tion processing of, based on a distribution function which is
a function which defines a rate of power which can be used
in an arbitrary time zone in the period, and the total electric
energy, calculating electric energy which can be used by
each communication apparatus in a specified time zone; and
usable electric energy determination processing of, when
specifying a time zone in which traffic is accommodated and
making a path setting request, determines per communica-
tion apparatus on a communication path whether or not
power consumption which is necessary electric energy to
accommodate the traffic in the time zone exceeds the electric
energy which can be used.
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Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to the present invention, it is possible to, even
when there is a communication apparatus, electric energy
which can be used of the communication apparatus fluctu-
ates on a communication network, continue stably accom-
modating traffic.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 It depicts an explanatory diagram illustrating an
example of a network to which a network control system
according to the present invention is applied.

FIG. 2 It depicts a block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration example of an exemplary embodiment of a path
control apparatus.

FIG. 3 It depicts a block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration example of an exemplary embodiment of a commu-
nication apparatus.

FIG. 4 It depicts a flowchart illustrating an operation
example of a path control unit 302.

FIG. 5 It depicts an explanatory view illustrating an
example of links between a communication apparatus and a
communication apparatus.

FIG. 6 It depicts an explanatory view illustrating an
example of a topology of communication apparatuses.

FIG. 7 It depicts an explanatory view illustrating an
example of a relationship between a band and a use band of
each radio link in the network illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIG. 8 It depicts an explanatory view illustrating an
example of a specification of each communication apparatus
in the network illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIG. 9 It depicts a block diagram illustrating an example
of a minimum configuration of a path control apparatus
according to the present invention.

FIG. 10 It depicts a block diagram illustrating an example
of a minimum configuration of a network control system
according to the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments of the present
invention will be described with reference to the drawings.
FIG. 1 depicts an explanatory diagram illustrating an
example of a network to which a network control system
according to the present invention is applied. The network
control system according to the present invention has a path
control apparatus 201 and communication apparatuses 202
to 205. In addition, although FIG. 1 illustrates that the
network control system has four communication appara-
tuses, the number of communication apparatuses is not
limited to four. The number of communication apparatuses
may be two to three or may be five or more.

The communication apparatuses 202 to 205 are appara-
tuses which have independent power sources and batteries
and electric energy which can be used of the apparatuses
fluctuates. The power sources of the communication appa-
ratuses 202 to 205 mainly depend on solar power generation
and power stored in the batteries. Further, the communica-
tion apparatuses 202 to 205 are connected to radio links
which have adaptive modulating functions.

The path control apparatus 201 and the communication
apparatus 205 are connected through a fixed line 291.
Further, the communication apparatus 205 is connected to
the communication apparatus 203 through a radio link 292,
and is connected to the communication apparatus 204
through a radio link 293. Furthermore, the communication
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apparatus 204 is connected to the communication apparatus
203 through a radio link 295 and is connected to the
communication apparatus 202 through a radio link 294. Still
further, the communication apparatus 203 is connected to
the communication apparatus 202 through a radio link 296.
That is, it can be said that the communication apparatuses
202 to 205 are connected to a radio mesh network.

As described above, a case will be described below where
the network control system according to the present inven-
tion is applied to a mobile backhaul network.

The path control apparatus 201 manages the entire com-
munication network. For example, processing of accepting
and finishing a new flow is performed by the path control
apparatus 201. Further, the path control apparatus 201
acquires link quality of a radio link such as a modulation
scheme of use, and information such as battery capacity,
from the communication apparatuses 202 to 205.

FIG. 2 depicts a block diagram illustrating a configuration
example of an exemplary embodiment of the path control
apparatus. The path control apparatus 201 according to the
present exemplary embodiment has a communication unit
301, a path control unit 302, a topology information man-
aging unit 303, a traffic information managing unit 304 and
a communication apparatus information managing unit 305.

The communication unit 301 performs communication
with the communication apparatus 205 through the fixed line
291.

The topology information managing unit 303 stores topol-
ogy information of the network to which the path control
apparatus 201 and the communication apparatuses 202 to
205 are connected. The topology information includes, for
example, a neighboring relationship between nodes and
network information indicating links.

The traffic information managing unit 304 stores infor-
mation of a flow flowing in the network. Further, the traffic
information managing unit 304 also stores traffic profile
information including statistical information of the entire
traffic flowing in the network. Furthermore, the traffic infor-
mation managing unit 304 may store traffic information
which represents a use band and a path of the flow.

The communication apparatus information managing unit
305 stores information of each of the communication appa-
ratuses 202 to 205. More specifically, the communication
apparatus information managing unit 305 stores communi-
cation apparatus information which represents capacity of
the battery which each of the communication apparatuses
202 to 205 has and a predicted power generation amount,
and information of the link which each of the communica-
tion apparatuses 202 to 205 manages (referred to as “link
information” below). The link information includes, for
example, an empty band of a link and a list of flows which
use links. The communication apparatus information man-
aging unit 305 may additionally store power generation
capability of the communication apparatuses, link quality
information, a BER (Bit error rate), a SNR (Signal to Noise
ratio) and a current modulation scheme.

The topology information managing unit 303, the traffic
information managing unit 304 and the communication
apparatus information managing unit 305 are realized by, for
example, a magnetic disk.

When receiving a request or an end notice of a new flow
transmitted to the path control apparatus 201, the path
control unit 302 extracts necessary information from the
topology information managing unit 303, the traffic infor-
mation managing unit 304 and the communication apparatus
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6

information managing unit 305, and sets a path and allocates
aband. In addition, an operation of the path control unit 302
will be described below.

In addition, the path control unit 302 is realized by a CPU
of a computer which operates according to a program
(network control program). For example, the program is
stored in a memory unit (not illustrated) of the path control
apparatus 201, and the CPU may read this program and
operate as the path control unit 302 according to the pro-
gram.

FIG. 3 depicts a block diagram illustrating a configuration
example of an exemplary embodiment of a communication
apparatus. Each of the communication apparatuses 202 to
205 according to the present exemplary embodiment has a
communication unit 401, a traffic control unit 402, a flow
managing unit 403 and a power source managing unit 404.

The communication unit 401 performs communication
with the other communication apparatuses and the path
control apparatus 201 through a fixed line or radio links.
Further, the communication unit 401 changes a modulation
scheme used by a radio link according to a command of the
traffic control unit 402 described below.

The flow managing unit 403 stores information related to
a flow such as an allocated band or a transfer destination of
a flow which uses a link (referred to as “resource allocation
information” below). More specifically, the flow managing
unit 403 stores the resource allocation information received
from the path control apparatus 201. Further, the flow
managing unit 403 may store traffic information flowing in
the link.

The power source managing unit 404 has a solar panel and
a battery (not illustrated). The power source managing unit
404 manages information related to power of a communi-
cation apparatus such as a battery capacity, a predicted
power generation amount and current use power (referred to
as “communication apparatus power information” below).
More specifically, the power source managing unit 404
measures the power generation amount of a solar panel and
the current battery capacity, and stores the measurement
result. Further, the power source managing unit 404 notifies
these pieces of communication apparatus power information
to the path control apparatus 201. The power source man-
aging unit 404 may notify the communication apparatus
power information to the path control apparatus 201 at a
predetermined timing, and notify communication apparatus
power information to the path control apparatus 201 accord-
ing to an inquiry from the path control apparatus 201.

The traffic control unit 402 controls a band of a flow
which uses a link, and controls a path. When receiving
information indicating a band allocated to each flow and a
transfer destination of each flow (that is, resource allocation
information) from the path control apparatus 201, the traffic
control unit 402 stores the received information in the flow
managing unit 403. Further, the traffic control unit 402
controls traffic based on information (resource allocation
information) stored in the flow managing unit 403.

Furthermore, the traffic control unit 402 commands the
communication unit 401 to change a modulation scheme
used in a radio link based on the resource allocation infor-
mation managed by the flow managing unit 403.

Next, an outline of an operation of the path control unit
302 will be described. FIG. 4 depicts a flowchart illustrating
an operation example of the path control unit 302.

In the following description, since a power generation
cycle of solar power generation is in daily units, electric
energy which can be used by each communication apparatus
is restricted in daily units. That is, in the following descrip-
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tion, the path control unit 302 calculates total electric energy
which can be used by each communication apparatus in one
day. When a period to calculate the total electric energy is
[Ns, Nf], for example, a period of one day is Ns=0 hour 0
minute 0 second and Nf=23 hour 59 minute 59 second. In
addition, in the following description, a period [Ns, Nf] is
referred to as a “control section”.

First, the path control unit 302 calculates the total electric
energy which can be used by each communication apparatus
during the period [Ns, Nf]. Total electric energy A is
calculated according to following equation 1 based on
battery capacity B (Ns) at a point of time Ns and a predicted
power generation amount W based on weather prediction in
a predetermined period (for example, two days or three
days) from Nf (step S101).

A=h(B(Ns),W) (Equation 1)

Meanwhile, h(*) is an arbitrary function of calculating a
value of A based on values of B(Ns) and W. Based on this
function, the path control unit 302 restricts the total electric
energy which can be used to a fixed amount. Further, the
battery capacity B(Ns) can also be referred to as remaining
battery.

Next, the path control unit 302 calculates electric energy
which can be used by each communication apparatus in a
specified time zone during the period [Ns, Nf]. First, the path
control unit 302 sets a distribution function F(t, t')It'=t which
defines a rate of electric energy which can be used among the
total electric energy A which can be used during the period
[Ns, Nf], in an arbitrary time zone “from a time t to t”” in the
period (step S102). The distribution function F(t, t') is
defined according to following equation 2.

F(t,0)=G(t")-G(d) (Equation 2)

Meanwhile, G(t) is an arbitrary monotonically non-de-
creasing function satisfying G(Nf)=1 and G(Ns)=0. That is,
G(t) can be referred to as a function (referred to as a
“cumulative usable power function” below) which repre-
sents a cumulative rate of electric energy which can be used
in the period from the time Ns to Nf. In addition, step S101
and step S102 are executed per period [Ns, Nf] at a prede-
termined span on a regular basis.

Next, when receiving an admission request of a flow an
end time of which is t' from another apparatus at the time t
during the period [Ns, Nf] (that is, specifying a time zone in
which traffic is accommodated and making a path setting
request), the path control unit 302 of the path control
apparatus 201 calculates power which can be used by each
communication apparatus while the flow is generated (that
is, from the time t to t') using the total electric energy A
calculated in step S101 and step S102 and the distribution
function F(t, t'). The electric energy which can be used by
each communication apparatus from the time t to t' is
calculated according to following equation 3.

A*F(,1) (Equation 3)

Further, the path control unit 302 searches a path such that
power consumption of each communication apparatus does
not exceed usable power (step S103). More specifically, the
path control unit 302 determines per communication appa-
ratus on the communication path whether or not electric
energy which is necessary to accommodate traffic exceeds
the electric energy which can be used in a time zone in which
an admission request is made. Further, the path control unit
302 searches a path which is routed through the communi-
cation apparatus power consumption of which does not
exceed the electric energy which can be used. The path
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control unit 302 searches a path such that power consump-
tion of each communication apparatus settles in the range of
the electric energy which can be used, from, for example, a
request band or a continuation time of the flow. In addition,
when the path is not found, a flow request (admission
request) from another apparatus is rejected. According to the
above process, the path control apparatus controls use elec-
tric energy of each communication apparatus.

Next, an operation of the path control apparatus 201
according to the present exemplary embodiment will be
described in detail. First, processing in step 101 will be
described. The path control unit 302 of the path control
apparatus 201 determines a control section [Ns, Nf], and
calculates the total electric energy A which each communi-
cation apparatus can use in the control section [Ns, Nf] (step
S101). In the present exemplary embodiment, a range of the
control section is one day.

More specifically, in step S101, the path control unit 302
first acquires power generation capability and battery capac-
ity of each communication apparatus from the communica-
tion apparatus information managing unit 305. When the
information indicating the power generation capability and
the battery capacity of each communication apparatus is old,
the path control unit 302 may directly inquire these pieces of
information to each communication apparatus.

Next, the path control unit 302 calculates power which
can be used in a fixed period [Ns, Nf] from the future
predicted power generation amount based on a rate of
current battery capacity and weather prediction. A total
electric energy A, which each communication apparatus can
use in the period [Ns, Nf] can be calculated according to
following equation 4.

4,=h(B,(Ns), W) (Equation 4)

Meanwhile, B, (Ns) represents battery capacity (remain-
ing battery) of a communication apparatus n at a point of
time Ns. W, represents a predicted power generation amount
of the communication apparatus n based on weather predic-
tion of x days from Nf. Further, h(*) represents an arbitrary
function of calculating a value of A, based on values of
B,(Ns) and W,,.

In addition, weather prediction used to calculate the
predicted power generation amount may be information
received from another external system (weather prediction
system), or may be information derived by the path control
apparatus 201.

The path control unit 302 may determine, for example, a
period (the number of days) in which precision of weather
prediction satisfies predetermined reference value as a
period x for calculating the predicted power generation
amount of the communication apparatus n. The path control
unit 302 determines, for example, the period in which
precision of weather prediction exceeds a predetermined
reference value as the period X for calculating the predicted
power generation amount based on past statistical informa-
tion. When, for example, a precision reference value is 70%,
precision of weather prediction three days ahead is 70% or
more and weather prediction four days ahead is 60%, the
path control unit 302 determines the period x as three days.

Further, the path control unit 302 calculates, for example,
the predicted power generation amount of x days based on
an average power generation amount of one day per weather.
The power generation amount of solar power generation
basically depends on the weather significantly and, when,
for example, the average power generation amount of one
day per weather is 600 Wh on a sunny day, is 300 Wh on a
cloudy day and is 100 Wh on a rainy day. Next, the path
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control unit 302 calculates the predicted power generation
amount W, based on weather prediction of the x days of the
period. For example, the period x to calculate the predicted
power generation amount is three days, weather prediction
of the three days is “sunny, sunny and cloudy”. In this case,
the path control unit 302 calculates W,=600+600+
300=1500 Wh.

For example, the predicted power generation amount in
the period [Ns, Nf] is E#*#, battery capacity at a point of time
Ns is B,,(Ns), and a lower limit of the battery capacity is
B, Meanwhile, when B,(Ns)+E“#-A <FE,  holds, the
total electric energy A,, is set as in following equation 5.

A, =B, (Ns)+E“P-B,, (Equation 5)

Next, processing in step S102 will be described. The path
control unit 302 determines the distribution function F(t, t')
which defines distribution of electric energy which can be
used in the time [t, t'] in the control section [Ns, Nf] (step
S102). Meanwhile, above equation 2 is used. In addition, as
described above, processing in step S101 and step S102 is
performed on a regular basis at a cycle of the control section
[Ns, Nf].

More specifically, in step S102, the path control unit 302
determines a distribution function F(t, t')It'=t which defines
distribution of electric energy which can be used in the time
[t, t'] during the period [Ns, Nf]. Meanwhile, the distribution
function is defined as above equation 2, and a distribution
function G(t) which complies with a traffic profile is used for
G(t).

The path control unit 302 acquires traffic profile informa-
tion tr(t) during the period [Ns, Nf] from the traffic infor-
mation managing unit 304. In this case, the path control unit
302 sets G(t) as in following equation 6.

GO tr(O/ser(0)

Meanwhile, tr(t) represents a traffic volume at the time t.
That is, in above equation 6, a numerator is a definite
integral of tr(t) from N to t, and a denominator is a definite
integral of tr(t) from Ns to Nf. In this case, the distribution
function F(t, t') can be defined as in following equation 7.

(Equation 6)

Ft,7) = G({) - G)

4 Nf Nf
:[\;[r([)/ﬁx [r([)_[v'xtr([)/ﬁ/x (1)
’ NF
= f (1) / «[/\‘/ (1)

That is, the path control unit 302 defines the distribution
function F(t, t') based on the traffic profile. More specifically,
the path control unit 302 calculates a rate of the traffic
volume of the period [t, t'] with respect to the traffic volume
of the period [Ns, Nf], and defines this rate as the distribu-
tion function F(t, t").

Next, processing in step S103 will be described. When
receiving an admission request of the flow during the control
section [Ns, Nf], the path control unit 302 of the path control
apparatus 201 calculates power which each communication
apparatus can use to accommodate the flow, based on the
results in step S101 and step S102 (that is, the total electric
energy A and the distribution function F(t, t')). Further, the
path control unit 302 searches a path which can accommo-
date traffic in the range of the usable power (step S103).

More specifically, in step S103, when receiving at the time
t during the period [Ns, Nf] an admission request of a flow

(Equation 7)
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the end time of which is t', the path control unit 302 first
calculates electric energy which each communication appa-
ratus can use during accommodation of the flow using the
total electric energy A and the distribution function F(t, t')
calculated in step S101 and step S102. Further, the path
control unit 302 searches a path in which power consump-
tion of each communication apparatus is accommodated in
electric energy which can be used when the flow is accom-
modated.

When power consumption of the communication appara-
tus is usable power or more, the path control unit 302
removes this communication apparatus from candidates.
Further, when a path is found, the path control unit 302
notifies this information to each communication apparatus,
and accepts the flow. The path control unit 302 may transmit
information which indicates a path which accepts a flow, to
a communication apparatus on the path, and transmit infor-
mation which indicates the path which accepts the flow, to
all communication apparatuses managed by the path control
apparatus 201.

Processing of determining whether or not power con-
sumption of a communication apparatus exceeds usable
power will be described. FIG. 5 depicts an explanatory view
illustrating an example of links between a communication
apparatus and a communication apparatus. In an example
illustrated in FIG. 5, there are three communication appa-
ratuses (communication apparatuses n-1, n, and n+1), and
the communication apparatus n—-1 and the communication
apparatus n are connected through a link 11 and the com-
munication apparatus n and the communication apparatus
n+1 are connected through a link 12. Further, in the example
illustrated in FIG. 5, the flow flows from the communication
apparatus n—1 to the communication apparatus n+1 through
the communication apparatus n.

As illustrated in FIG. 5, when the flow is unilateral, the
path control unit 302 checks whether or not an inequality of
equation 8 described below holds upon search of the path
routed through the link 12 from the communication appa-
ratus n.

P +D,<=4,*F(1,t')

P +D <=4,

e e SE (1) (Equation 8)

Meanwhile, P, is current power consumption of the com-
munication apparatus n, and D,, is increased power con-
sumption when a flow is added to the link 12.

Meanwhile, when the flow is bi-directional, the flow also
flows from the communication apparatus n+1 to the com-
munication apparatus n-1 through the communication appa-
ratus n (that is, even in a reverse direction) in the example
illustrated in FIG. 5. Hence, to calculate power consumption
of each communication apparatus during search of a path, it
is necessary to take into account not only power consump-
tion of a unilateral link of the path but also a change of
power consumption in a link to an immediately prior com-
munication apparatus. Hence, the path control unit 302
needs to check whether or not the inequality of equation 9
described below holds in the communication apparatus n
existing in the middle of the path. In addition, D, is
increased power consumption when the flow is added to the
link 11.

P, +D+D ;<=4 *F(t,1')

P, o+Do<=4,, *F(t1) (Equation 9)

In addition, the inequalities indicated in above equation 8
and equation 9 assume that the power generation amount is
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temporally fixed. Meanwhile, an actual power generation
amount temporally fluctuates. Hence, even when the
inequalities indicated by above equation 8 and equation 9
are satisfied, if the flow is accommodated, battery capacity
of each communication apparatus temporarily goes below
B,,,, set in advance during accommodation of the flow. When
this is predicted, the path control unit 302 may remove this
communication apparatus from candidates.

Next, a method of searching a path will be described. FIG.
6 depicts an explanatory view illustrating an example of a
topology of communication apparatuses. a, b, ¢ and d
illustrated in FIG. 6 indicate communication apparatuses,
respectively. Further, solid lines connecting between com-
munication apparatuses indicate links connecting the com-
munication apparatuses. Hereinafter, a path from a to d is
searched.

The path control unit 302 sequentially searches a path
from the link connected to each communication apparatus to
a destination communication apparatus. In an example illus-
trated in FIG. 6, the path control unit 302 sequentially
searches paths of a-c, a-b, a-b-d and a-c-d. Further, the path
control unit 302 compares electric energy which can be used
and power consumption of a communication apparatus
every time the link is tracked. In the example illustrated in
FIG. 6, when the path of a-c is searched, the path control unit
302 calculates power consumption amounts of a and ¢, and
compares the power consumption amount and the electric
energy which can be used. Similarly, when the path of a-c-d
is searched, the path control unit 302 calculates power
consumption amounts of a, ¢ and d in case that the links of
a-c and c-d are used, and compares the power consumption
amounts and the electric energy which can be used.

When there is a plurality of paths to a destination, the path
control unit 302 may select a path the total power consump-
tion of which is little. In the example illustrated in FIG. 6,
there are two paths from a to d, namely, a-b-d and a-c-d.
When both a-b-d and a-c-d can be used as paths (that is, the
power consumption amount goes below the electric energy
which can be used), the path control unit 302 may compare
the total of link cost used in respective paths, and select the
path a total value of which is small. In addition, for the link
cost in this case, increased power consumption amount of
the link may be used.

As described above, according to the present exemplary
embodiment, the path control unit 302 calculates the total
electric energy A which can be used during the period [Ns,
Nf] in the communication apparatuses 202 to 205. Further,
based on the distribution function F which defines the rate of
power which can be used in the time zone (t, t') in the period
[N, Nf], and the total electric energy A, the path control unit
302 calculates electric energy which can be used by each of
the communication apparatuses 202 to 205 in the specified
time zone. Furthermore, when specifying a time zone in
which traffic is accommodated and making a path setting
request, the path control unit 302 determines per commu-
nication apparatus on a communication path whether or not
power consumption in the time zone exceeds the electric
energy which can be used. Consequently, it is possible to,
even when there is a communication apparatus, electric
energy which can be used of the communication apparatus
fluctuates on a communication network, continue stably
accommodating traffic.

That is, in step S101, the path control unit 302 restricts the
electric energy which can be used to a fixed volume based
on, for example, a power generation amount upon a sunny
day or an average power generation amount. Consequently,
it is possible to suppress excessive use of power. Further, the

30

35

40

45

55

12

path control unit 302 determines usable power based on
power which remains in the battery and power generation
prediction. Consequently, when power of the battery
decreases or when a future predicted power generation
amount is predicted to decrease, it is possible to suppress the
usable power. Consequently, it is possible to prepare for a
subsequent decrease of the power generation amount.

Further, in step S102, the path control unit 302 determines
distribution of the usable power calculated in step S101.
Consequently, it is possible to control an accommodation
traffic volume per time. Consequently, it is possible to
control a traffic volume to suppress a daytime traffic volume
and increase a night time traffic volume accordingly.

Further, when searching a path in response to the admis-
sion request of the flow, the path control unit 302 searches
a path which can accommodate in the range of the usable
power calculated by processing in step S101 and step S102.
When, for example, a path is not found, the path control unit
302 rejects a flow under admission control. Consequently, it
is possible to contain power consumption of each commu-
nication apparatus in the range of a power use amount
determined in step S101 and step S102.

Although a case has been described with the present
exemplary embodiment where the path control apparatus
201 calculates total electric energy and usable power of each
communication apparatus, each of the communication appa-
ratuses 202 to 205 may control a path. That is, the traffic
control unit 402 of each of the communication apparatuses
202 to 205 may have a function of the path control unit 302
of the path control apparatus 201. In this case, it is possible
to distribute a path control processing load to each commu-
nication apparatus.

Further, although a case has been described with the
present exemplary embodiment as an example where the
communication apparatuses 202 to 205 perform solar power
generation, a method of generating power in the communi-
cation apparatuses 202 to 205 is not limited to solar power
generation. The communication apparatuses 202 to 205 may
generate power using other natural energy as a power
source.

That is, in the present exemplary embodiment, electric
energy which can be used in each time is restricted in the
radio mesh network in which each communication apparatus
operates using power from solar power generation and the
battery as energy. Consequently, it is possible to stably
accommodate traffic without an influence of fluctuation of a

power generation amount due to a time zone or the weather
of a day.

Example 1

Although the present invention will be described below
based on specific examples, the scope of the present inven-
tion is by no means limited to the following content. In the
present example, a case will be described as an example
where a communication network illustrated in FIG. 1 is
controlled.

Further, in the present example, the distribution function
F(t, t') is set based on a traffic profile, and a traffic profile
(tr(t)=K and K is a constant) a traffic volume of which is
fixed irrespectively of the time is given.

A path control unit 302 of a path control apparatus 201
calculates the total electric energy A which each of a
communication apparatuses 202 to 205 can use in the period
[Ns, Nf] as indicated in following equation 10 using the
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battery capacity B(Ns) at the point of time Ns and the
predicted power generation amount W of three days from
Nf.

A = h(B(Ns), W) (Equation 10)

= E" « (1 - (1 - B(Ns)/ B"* )« (1 - W [ B+ E})))

Meanwhile, E*” is power generation amount which is
expected in the period [Ns, Nf] upon a sunny day, or average
power generation amount in the period [Ns, Nf] based on
past statistical information. Further, B**¥ is maximum bat-
tery capacity, and E® is a power generation amount of one
day upon a sunny day. That is, 3*E®, can be referred to as a
“power generation amount” when three days from N are all
sunny. In addition, E°, indicates that power generation
amount of each communication apparatus is identified.
Further, E is not limited to power generation amount of one
day upon a sunny day. As E°, an average power generation
amount based on statistical information may be used. Thus,
as indicated in equation 10, using a power generation
amount which is expected upon a sunny day or an average
power generation amount based on statistical information
(for example, E¥”) as a reference, the path control unit 302
calculates total electric energy based on the rate of a
remaining battery (for example, the battery capacity B(Ns))
with respect to maximum battery capacity (for example,
B*4%) and a rate of a predicted power generation amount
(for example, W) based on weather prediction in a prede-
termined period with respect to the power generation
amount upon a sunny day in the predetermined period (for
example, three days).

The function indicated in above equation 10 indicates
that, when the battery capacity B(Ns) decreases, a value of
the total electric energy A decreases. Further, the function
indicated in above equation 10 indicates that, when the
battery capacity B(Ns) becomes higher, the total electric
energy A becomes closer to E**”. Furthermore, the function
indicated in above equation 10 indicates that, when the
weather is bad from Nf and the power generation amount
cannot be expected, the total electric energy A tends to be
suppressed. Thus, the total electric energy A is determined
based on E™*” as a reference, so that it is possible to suppress
excessive use of power.

As described above, the communication network in the
present example includes the path control apparatus 201 and
the communication apparatuses 202 to 205 as illustrated in
FIG. 1. The path control apparatus 201 and the communi-
cation apparatus 205 are connected through a fixed line 291.
Further, the communication apparatus 205 is connected to
the communication apparatus 203 through a radio link 292,
and is connected to the communication apparatus 204
through a radio link 293. Furthermore, the communication
apparatus 204 is connected to the communication apparatus
203 through a radio link 295 and is connected to the
communication apparatus 202 through a radio link 294. Still
further, the communication apparatus 203 is connected to
the communication apparatus 202 through a radio link 296.

Each radio link is a bi-directional link, and a unilateral
band changes to 40 Mbps, 80 Mbps and 108 Mbps according
to the modulation schemes QPSK, 16 QAM and 32 QAM,
respectively. Further, power consumption of a transmission
side communication apparatus changes to 10 W, 12 W and
16 W according to the modulation schemes QPSK, 16 QAM
and 32 QAM, respectively.
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FIG. 7 depicts an explanatory view illustrating an
example of a relationship between a band and a use band of
each radio link in the network illustrated in FIG. 1. In an
example illustrated in FIG. 7, for example, a modulation
scheme of the radio link 292 is QPSK, a band is 40 Mbps
and a use band is 40 Mbps.

FIG. 8 depicts an explanatory view illustrating an
example of a specification of each communication apparatus
in the network illustrated in FIG. 1. An example illustrated
in FIG. 8 illustrates a relationship between the average
power generation amount E**” of each communication appa-
ratus in the period [Ns, Nf] upon a sunny day, the maximum
battery capacity B*** and the battery capacity B(Ns) at a
point of time Ns.

Meanwhile, the power generation amount (that is 3*E°)
in case that the predicted power generation amounts in three
days from Ns are all sunny is 1, and the rate of the predicted
power generation amount W in three days with respect to
this power generation amount is 8=0.5. Meanwhile, 6=W/
(3*E",) holds. In this case, the power A which each com-
munication apparatus can use in the period [Ns, Nf] is
calculated according to following equation 12.

A02=960*(1-15*(1-0.5))=720 Wh
A03=2000*(1-Y4*(1-0.5))=1750 Wh
A04=1200*(1-34*(1-0.5))=750 Wh

A505=900%(1-453%(1-0.5))=750 Wh

Next, the path control unit 302 sets the distribution
function F(t, t') which defines the rate of electric energy
which can be used from the time t to t'. In the present
example, the path control unit 302 sets the distribution
function F(t, t') as in following equation 12 based on the
traffic profile (tr(t)=K) the traffic volume of which is fixed.
In addition, a time unit is hereinafter an hour.

Nff
G = ﬁtr([)/ﬁx (1)

= (- Ns)/(Nf - Ns)
=1/24

(Equation 11)

(Equation 12)

F(1,7) = G({) - G(t)
="' -n/24

Meanwhile, the path control apparatus 201 accepts an
admission request (communication band securing request)
of a bi-directional flow which uses 10 Mbps in the period
from the time t to t'=t+2 between the communication appa-
ratus 202 and the communication apparatus 205 at the time
t. In this case, the path control unit 302 of the path control
apparatus 201 calculates power which can be used during a
continuation time of the flow of each communication appa-
ratus. In this case, the path control unit 302 calculates F(t,
t')=V12 using equation 11. In this case, power which each
communication apparatus can use is calculated according to
following equation 13.

Ao *F(1,1)=720/12=60 Wh
A3 *F(1,1)=1750/12=145 Wh
Aoou*F(1,1)=750/12=62 Wh

Aoos*F(1,1)=750/12=62 Wh (Equation 13)
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Next, the path control unit 302 of the path control
apparatus 201 searches a path which accommodates a flow.
Hereinafter, the path control unit 302 checks whether or not
a path “communication apparatus 202-communication appa-
ratus 203-communication apparatus 205” is available as the
path from the communication apparatus 202 to the commu-
nication apparatus 205. First, the path control unit 302
checks a path from the communication apparatus 202 to the
communication apparatus 203.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 1, the path from the
communication apparatus 202 to the communication appa-
ratus 203 is routed through the radio link 296. Then, the path
control unit 302 checks power consumption of the commu-
nication apparatus 202 and the communication apparatus
203 in case that a flow is added to the radio link 296. More
specifically, when current power consumption of the com-
munication apparatus 202 is P,,,, power consumption of the
communication apparatus 203 is P,,; and increase in power
consumption of the radio link 296 when a flow is added
thereto is D,4, the path control unit 302 checks whether or
not an inequality indicated in following equation 14 holds.

(PaortDage)* (t'-1)<=Ar02*F(1,1)

(Pro3+D206) ¥ (t'-1)<=A503*F(1,1) (Equation 14)

Power consumption of the communication apparatus 202
and the communication apparatus 203 is total power con-
sumption of respective links. Hence, P,,,=20 and P,,,=30
are calculated. Further, the radio link 296 has an extra band
which can accommodate a flow without changing a modu-
lation scheme. Hence, D,,s=0 is calculated. Consequently,
the inequality indicated in equation 14 holds.

Pooo+Do96=(20+0)*2<60

Pgs+Dos=(30+0)*2<145

Next, the path control unit 302 checks a path from the
communication apparatus 203 to the communication appa-
ratus 205. Similar to the above method, the path control unit
302 checks power consumption of the communication appa-
ratus 203 and the communication apparatus 205 in case that
a flow is added to the radio link 292 connecting the com-
munication apparatus 203 and the communication apparatus
205.

Hereinafter, the radio link 296 is used between an imme-
diately prior route “communication apparatus 202-commu-
nication apparatus 203”. Hence, the total power consump-
tion of the communication apparatus 203 in case that this
path is selected is P,;+D,55+Dsg,. The path control unit
302 compares consumption power and usable power of the
communication apparatus 203 and the communication appa-
ratus 205. More specifically, when the power consumption
of the communication apparatus 205 is P,,5 and an increase
of power consumption of the radio link 296 when a flow is
added thereto is D,g, the path control unit 302 checks
whether or not an inequality indicated in following equation
15 holds.

(Pao3+DaostDogy)* (t'-1)<=dr03 *F (1Y)

(Paost+Dag)* (t'-1)<=A105*F(1,1)

In an example illustrated in FIG. 1, the radio link 292
needs to change a modulation scheme from QPSK to 16
QAM to secure a band which accommodates the flow.
Hence, power consumption is increased by 2 W. That is,

(Equation 15)
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D,4,=2 holds. Consequently, P,,;=30 and P,,s=20 hold, and
then the following inequality holds.

Poo3+Dog6+Dogr=(30+0+2)*2<145

Pogs+Dogr=(20+2)%2<62

Consequently, upon accommodation of the flow, even
when the path “communication apparatus 202-communica-
tion apparatus 203-communication apparatus 205 is used,
use power of each communication apparatus does not
exceed allocated power. Then, the path control apparatus
201 accepts an admission request of the flow and sets a path.

In addition, the above path setting can be executed even
according to a path control method of calculating a path
according to distribution as in AODV disclosed in Non-
Patent Literature 1. In this case, upon transfer of Route
Request or transfer of Route Reply, each communication
apparatus checks whether or not power consumption of the
flow does not exceed usable power. Further, when it is OK
(that is, when power consumption of the flow does not
exceed the usable power), each communication apparatus
transfers Route Request and Reply.

Example 2

In the present example, an operation in case that a single
path cannot accommodate a flow will be described. More
specifically, in the present example, an operation in case that
the path control unit 302 accommodates a flow also using
another path when power consumption exceeds electric
energy which can be used in a searched path will be
described. In the present example, a case will be described
as an example where a communication network illustrated in
FIG. 1 is controlled.

The path control apparatus 201 accepts a path setting
request of a flow which uses 30 Mbps in the period from the
time t to t'=t+2 between the communication apparatus 202
and the communication apparatus 204 at the time t. In this
case, the path control unit 302 of the path control apparatus
201 calculates power which can be used during a continu-
ation time of the flow of each communication apparatus. The
power which each communication apparatus can use is the
same as the power calculated according to above equation
13.

Next, the path control unit 302 checks a path from the
communication apparatus 202 to the communication appa-
ratus 204. When current power consumption of the commu-
nication apparatus 204 is P,y, and an increase of power
consumption of the radio link 294 when a flow is added
thereto is D,,,, the path control unit 302 checks whether or
not an inequality indicated in following equation 16 holds.

(ProatDoga) ¥ (t'-1)<=A50,*F(t,1") (Equation 16)

In this case, to accommodate a flow, the radio link 294
changes a modulation scheme from QPSK to 16 QAM.
Hence, power consumption is increased by 2 W. That is,
D,5,=2 holds. Hence, P,,,=30 holds, and an inequality
indicates the following relationship.

PooutDooy=(3042)*2>62

Therefore, when the path “communication apparatus 202-
communication apparatus 204” is used, the power consump-
tion exceeds the usable power. Hence, using only this path
is not possible.

Similarly, when the path “communication apparatus 202-
communication apparatus 203-communication apparatus
205” is used, the radio link 295 in the path “communication
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apparatus 203-communication apparatus 204” changes a
modulation scheme from QPSK to 16 QAM. Hence, power
consumption is increased by 2 W. That is, D,55s=2 holds.
Hence, P,,,=30 holds, and an inequality indicates the fol-
lowing relationship.

PooutDoos=(3042)*2>62

Therefore, when the path “communication apparatus 202-
communication apparatus 203-communication apparatus
205” is used, power consumption also exceeds usable power.
Hence, using only this path is not possible.

In such a case, the path control unit 302 divides a flow into
multiple paths, and checks whether or not the multiple paths
can accommodate flows. More specifically, the path control
unit 302 searches a path which can accommodate a flow with
the least increase in power consumption of each link. That
is, the path control unit 302 calculates an empty band in
which a power consumption increase of a link on a path is
minimum.

When, for example, a flow a path setting of which is
requested is accommodated, the path control unit 302 sets as
cost an increase of power consumption occurring in each
link, and adopts a path the total cost of which is the least. In
this case, a link which does not have an empty band which
can accommodate a flow or a link power consumption of
which exceeds electric energy which can be used allocated
to a relay station due to an increase of power consumption
upon accommodation of a flow may be removed in advance.

The path control unit 302 may search a path link cost of
which is minimum using, for example, a Dijkstra method.
Meanwhile, a method of searching a path is not limited to the
above method. Additionally, the path control unit 302 may
list up all candidate paths and adopt a path a total value of
link cost of which is the least among the paths.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 1, there is a margin for
accommodating a flow corresponding to 10 Mbps without
increasing power consumption of the link in the path “com-
munication apparatus 202-communication apparatus 204”.
Hence, the path control unit 302 sets 10 Mbps among 30
Mbps to the path “communication apparatus 202-commu-
nication apparatus 204”. That is, the path control unit 302
divides a band of a flow based on the calculated empty band.
When the flow corresponding to 10 Mbps is set to the path
“communication apparatus 202-communication apparatus
2047, a relationship between power consumption and usable
power of the communication apparatus 202 and the com-
munication apparatus 204 satisfies the following relation-
ship.

PoootDooy=(20-+0)*2<60

PooutDooy=(30+0)*2<62

Consequently, it is possible to accommodate the flow in
the range of usable power. For a flow corresponding to the
rest of 20 Mbps, the path “communication apparatus 202-
communication apparatus 203-communication apparatus
204” is used. The path control unit 302 checks power
consumption of each communication apparatus. In this case,
the path control unit 302 checks power consumption of the
communication apparatus 202 and the communication appa-
ratus 204 assuming that the flow corresponding to 10 Mbps
flows to the calculated path “communication apparatus
202-communication apparatus 204”. In this case, the rela-
tionship between the power consumption and the usable
power satisfies the following relationship.
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PoootDog4+D296=(20+0+0)*2<60
Pooat+Drogt+Drgs=(30+0+0)*2<145

PogytDoga+Dogs=(30+0+0)*2<62

Consequently, the power consumption of all of the com-
munication apparatus 202, the communication apparatus
203 and the communication apparatus 204 goes below the
usable power. Consequently, it is possible to accommodate
a flow in a range of usable power and use the path.

As described above, by setting multiple paths of the path
“communication apparatus 202-communication apparatus
204” and the path “communication apparatus 202-commu-
nication apparatus 203-communication apparatus 204”, it is
possible to accommodate the flow. Hence, the path control
unit 302 sets these multiple paths as paths.

Thus, when power consumption exceeds electric energy
which can be used in at least two or more searched paths, the
path control unit 302 calculates an empty band in which a
power consumption increase of a link on a path is minimum.
Then, the path control unit 302 divides a band of a flow
based on the calculated empty band, and searches a path
based on the divided flows. Consequently, it is possible to
further satisfy a path setting request in addition to the effect
of the first example.

Next, a minimum configuration example of the present
invention will be described. FIG. 9 depicts a block diagram
illustrating an example of a minimum configuration of a path
control apparatus according to the present invention. A path
control apparatus (for example, the path control apparatus
201) according to the present invention has: a total electric
energy calculating means 81 (for example, the path control
unit 302) which calculates total electric energy (for example,
the total electric energy A) which can be used by each
communication apparatus (for example, the communication
apparatuses 202 to 205) in a predetermined period (for
example, daily units); a usable power calculating means 82
(for example, the path control unit 302) which, based on a
distribution function (for example, the distribution function
F(t, t')) which is a function which defines a rate of power
which can be used in an arbitrary time zone (for example,
from the time t to t') in the period, and the total electric
energy, calculates electric energy which can be used by each
communication apparatus in a specified time zone; and a
usable electric energy determining means 83 (for example,
the path control unit 302) which, when specifying a time
zone in which traffic is accommodated and making a path
setting request (for example, an admission request), deter-
mines per communication apparatus on a communication
path whether or not power consumption (for example, power
consumption of a communication apparatus and increased
power consumption of a link) which is necessary to accom-
modate the traffic in the time zone exceeds the electric
energy which can be used.

According to this configuration, it is possible to, even
when there is a communication apparatus, electric energy
which can be used of the communication apparatus fluctu-
ates on a communication network, continue stably accom-
modating traffic.

For example, a link band is mainly taken into account
according to a common path control method, and therefore
path control cannot be performed taking into account usable
power of a communication apparatus. However, according
to the present exemplary embodiment, based on the electric
energy which can be used calculated by the usable power
calculating means 82, the usable electric energy determining
means 83 determines whether or not power consumption of
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the communication apparatus exceeds the electric energy
which can be used. Consequently, it is possible to perform
path control taking into account usable power of a commu-
nication apparatus. In other words, by restricting electric
energy which can be used by each communication appara-
tus, an influence of a difference in a power generation
amount on a traffic accommodation amount is reduced.
Consequently, it is possible to stably accommodate traffic.

Further, the usable electric energy determining means 83
may search a path which is routed through a communication
apparatus power consumption of which does not exceed
electric energy which can be used based on a determination
result of electric energy which can be used.

That is, in the present exemplary embodiment, to maintain
an admission rate (accommodation rate) with respect to a
traffic demand in each time zone, the electric energy which
can be used in each time zone is restricted using a ratio of
a traffic volume (that is, the distribution function F) in a time
zone of the entire time zone. Further, the usable electric
energy determining means 83 searches a path which can
maintain QoS (Quality of Service) of traffic while satistying
this restriction. Consequently, it is possible to stably con-
tinue accommodating traffic.

Further, the usable power calculating means 82 may
calculate the electric energy which can be used by each
communication apparatus based on a distribution function
(for example, equation 7) defined based on a traffic profile
(for example, traffic profile information tr(t)).

Furthermore, using a power generation amount which is
expected upon a sunny day or an average power generation
amount based on statistical information (for example, E**)
as a reference, the total electric energy calculating means 81
may calculate total electric energy based on the rate of a
remaining battery with respect to maximum battery capacity
(for example, B(Ns)/B***) and a rate of a predicted power
generation amount based on weather prediction in a prede-
termined period with respect to the power generation
amount upon a sunny day in the predetermined period (for
example, W/(3*E’®))) (for example, using equation 10).

Still further, when power consumption of at least two or
more searched paths exceeds the electric energy which can
be used, the usable electric energy determining means 83
may calculate an empty band in which a power consumption
increase of a link on the path becomes minimum, divide a
band of a flow based on the calculated empty band and
search a path which is routed through a communication
apparatus in which power consumption of the flow of the
divided band does not exceed the electric energy which can
be used.

FIG. 10 depicts a block diagram illustrating an example of
a minimum configuration of a network control system
according to the present invention. The network control
system illustrated in FIG. 10 has a communication apparatus
90 (for example, the communication apparatuses 202 to
205), and at least one or more path control apparatus 80 (for
example, the path control apparatus 201) which controls a
communication path of the communication apparatus. In
addition, content of the path control apparatus 80 is the same
as the content of the path control apparatus illustrated in
FIG. 9, and therefore will not be described.

According to this configuration, it is possible to, even
when there is a communication apparatus, electric energy
which can be used of the communication apparatus fluctu-
ates on a communication network, continue stably accom-
modating traffic.

Although the present invention has been described above
with reference to the exemplary embodiment and examples,
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the present invention is by no means limited to the above
exemplary embodiment and examples. The configurations
and the details of the present invention can be variously
changed within a scope of the present invention which one
of ordinary skill in art can understand.

This application claims priority to Japanese Patent Appli-
cation No. 2011-108090 filed on May 13, 2011, the entire
contents of which are incorporated by reference herein.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present invention is suitably applied to a network
control system which sets a communication path of a flow
and controls a network. For example, the present invention
can be used for mobile backhaul in a mobile telephone
network.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

201 Path control apparatus

202 to 205 Communication apparatus
291 Fixed line

292 to 296 Radio link

301 Communication unit

302 Path control unit

303 Topology information managing unit
304 Traffic information managing unit
305 Communication apparatus information managing unit
401 Communication unit

402 Traffic control unit

403 Flow managing unit

404 Power source managing unit

What is claimed is:
1. A telecommunication network control method, com-
prising:

calculating a total electric energy available for use by each
communication apparatus of one or more communica-
tion apparatuses in a period, wherein the one or more
communication apparatuses each comprises a network
node in the telecommunication network;

calculating electric energy available for use by each
communication apparatus of the one or more commu-
nication apparatuses in a specified time zone based on
the calculated total electric energy and on a distribution
function that defines an amount of electric energy of the
total electric energy available for use in one or more
time zones in the period;

determining, for each of the one or more communication
apparatuses located on a communication path, based on
a request to accommodate traffic in the specified time
zone, whether an expected power consumption to
accommodate the traffic in the specified time zone
exceeds the electric energy available for use in the
specified time zone; and

searching for communication paths through a subset of
the one or more communication apparatuses;

determining whether an expected power consumption of
each apparatus in the subset to accommodate the traffic
exceeds the calculated total electric energy;

based on a determination that the expected power con-
sumption for each apparatus in the subset to accom-
modate the traffic exceeds the calculated total electric
energy, calculating an empty communication band for
which an expected power consumption increase of a
link along a path is less than expected power consump-
tion increases for other links; and
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dividing a communication band of the paths based on the

calculated empty band.
2. The telecommunication network control method
according to claim 1, further comprising, based on the
calculated total electric energy, identifying a path through a
subset of the one or more communication apparatuses for
which the expected power consumption does not exceed the
calculated total electric energy.
3. The telecommunication network control method
according to claim 1, wherein the distribution function is
based on a traffic profile.
4. The telecommunication network control method
according to claim 3, further comprising determining the
traffic profile based on calculating a ratio of a rate of traffic
volume of the one or more communication apparatuses in
the specified time zone to a rate of traffic volume of the one
or more communication apparatus in the one or more time
zones during the period.
5. The telecommunication network control method
according to claim 1, further comprising, calculating the
total electric energy based on an amount of power expected
to be generated by a solar power source during on a sunny
day period.
6. The telecommunication network control method
according to claim 1, further comprising calculating the total
electric energy based on statistical information indicating an
average power generation amount generated by each of the
communication apparatuses in past operation.
7. The telecommunication network control method
according to claim 1, further comprising calculating the total
electric energy based on an amount of power remaining in
a battery associated with each of the communication appa-
ratuses.
8. The telecommunication network control method
according to claim 1, further comprising calculating the total
electric energy based on a predicted amount of power
generation by a solar power source, wherein the predicted
amount of power generation is predicted based on a weather
prediction for the period.
9. A non-transitory computer-readable medium storing
instructions executable by at least one processor to control
a telecommunication network according to a method, the
method comprising:
calculating a total electric energy available for use by each
communication apparatus of one or more communica-
tion apparatuses in a period, wherein the one or more
communication apparatuses each comprises a network
node in the telecommunication network;
calculating electric energy available for use by each
communication apparatus of the one or more commu-
nication apparatuses in a specified time zone based on
the calculated total electric energy and on a distribution
function that defines an amount of electric energy of the
total electric energy available for use in one or more
time zones in the period;
determining, for each of the one or more communication
apparatuses located on a communication path, based on
a request to accommodate traffic in the specified time
zone whether an expected power consumption to
accommodate the traffic in the specified time zone
exceeds the electric energy available for use in the
specified time zone; and
searching for communication paths through a subset of
the one or more communication apparatuses;

determining whether an expected power consumption of
each apparatus in the subset to accommodate the traffic
exceeds the calculated total electric energy;
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based on a determination that the expected power con-
sumption for each apparatus in the subset to accom-
modate the traffic exceeds the calculated total electric
energy, calculating an empty communication band for
which an expected power consumption increase of a
link along a path is less than expected power consump-
tion increases for other links; and

dividing a communication band of the paths based on the

calculated empty band.

10. The non-transitory computer-readable medium
according to claim 9, wherein the method further comprises
searching for a path through one or more of the communi-
cation apparatuses for which power consumption does not
exceed the calculated electric energy available for use in the
specified time zone by each of the communication appara-
tuses in the path.

11. The non-transitory computer-readable medium
according to claim 9, wherein the distribution function is
based on a traffic profile.

12. The path control apparatus according to claim 11,
wherein the processor is configured to determine the traffic
profile by calculating a ratio of a rate of traffic volume of the
one or more communication apparatuses in the specified
time zone to a rate of traffic volume of the one or more
communication apparatus in the one or more time zones
during the period.

13. The non-transitory computer-readable medium
according to claim 9, wherein the method further comprises
calculating the total electric energy based on an amount of
power remaining in a battery associated with each of the
communication apparatuses.

14. The non-transitory computer-readable medium
according to claim 9, wherein the method further comprises
calculating the total electric energy based on a predicted
amount of power generation by a solar power source,
wherein the predicted amount of power generation is pre-
dicted based on a weather prediction for the period.

15. A telecommunication network control apparatus for
controlling one or more communication apparatus, each
comprising a network node in a telecommunication network,
the apparatus comprising:

at least one memory device storing computer-executable

instructions; and

a path control processor configured to execute the stored

instructions to:

calculate a total electric energy available for use by each

communication apparatus of the one or more commu-
nication apparatuses in a period;

calculate electric energy available for use by each com-

munication apparatus of the one or more communica-
tion apparatuses in a specified time zone based on the
calculated total electric energy available and on a
distribution function that defines an amount of electric
energy of the total electric energy available for use in
one or more time zones in the period;

determine, for each of the one or more communication

apparatuses located on a communication path, based on
a request to accommodate traffic in the specified time
zone, whether an expected power consumption to
accommodate the traffic in the specified time zone
exceeds the electric energy available for use in the
specified time zone; and

search for communication paths through a subset of the

one or more communication apparatuses;

determine whether an expected power consumption of

each apparatus in the subset to accommodate the traffic
exceeds the calculated total electric energy;



US 9,432,938 B2

23

based on a determination that the expected power con-
sumption for each apparatus in the subset to accom-
modate the traffic exceeds the calculated total electric
energy, calculate an empty communication band for
which an expected power consumption increase of a
link along a path is less than expected power consump-
tion increases for other links; and

divide a communication band of the paths based on the

calculated empty band.

16. The telecommunication network control system
according to claim 15, wherein the distribution function is
based on a traffic profile.

17. The telecommunication network control system
according to claim 16, wherein the processor is configured
to determine the traffic profile by calculating a ratio of a rate
of traffic volume of the one or more communication appa-
ratuses in the specified time zone to a rate of traffic volume
of the one or more communication apparatus in the one or
more time zones during the period.

18. The telecommunication network control system
according to claim 16, wherein the processor is configured
to calculate the total electric energy based on an amount of
power remaining in a battery associated with each of the
communication apparatuses.

19. The telecommunication network control system
according to claim 16, wherein the processor is configured
to calculate the total electric energy based on a predicted
amount of power generation by a solar power source,
wherein the predicted amount of power generation is pre-
dicted based on a weather prediction for the period.
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